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OUR BIG LUMBER BUSINESS.
600,000,000,000 feet of timber still In the natlonn] forest»,

UNCLE SAM IS RECLAIMING THE DESERTS.'
This orange grove la worin 91,000 an acre.

U.\CI,R SAM, nocm It.
Government women Clerk» Innpcctlne Amcrlonn meat*. UXCLK SAM ivil.Ii OPES A BUFFALO FAR3L

BY FRANK O. CAHPEXTEH.
Washington, D. C.

This Is the first of a series of let¬
ters which I shall ¦write from Sunday
to Sunday upon Uncle Sam, patriarch.
A dozen years ago our great national
relative was merely the business man¬
ager tor the American people. Ho was
a hard-hsted, non-thinking machine to
collect taxes and keep order. He took
In the revenues and paid the employes,
giving no attention to tlie conserva¬
tion or development of the country
He allowed himself to he used by tho
Interests, and our public lands by the
hundreds of millions of acres went to
the railroads, and Individuals, and cor¬
porations got our forests and mines
for a song. At the same time an In¬
calculable waste went on in every
hranrh of Industry and cv.ery c.i ndlti.n

of Ufo, making- n. loss so great that
It cannot ho counted.

Uncle Sum, I'atriorch.
That was the condition until a de¬

cade or so ago, when Uncle Sam had
[an awakening. He then began to as¬
sume the position of a father to his
American children, and lie has now
become a groat creative force, work¬
ing for the betterment and protection
of all the people. .Ho Is a real pa¬
triarch, devoting himself to the pcr-
snnnl welfare of each of his subjects
and developing the family estate for
all It Is worth.
These new movements lire along a

hundred different lines, and they em¬
brace every part of our country from
ocean to ocean and from the great lakes
to tlu- gulf. They affect every branch

of business, every grade of society,
and every man. woman and child. The
schemes Involve an expenditure of hun¬
dreds of millions, and some will add
billions to our national wealth. Let
me mention a few of them.

The Descrtn and the Swamps.
Take for Instnneo the ijrcat manRC

trick of making golden crops spring up
on the soils of our waste lands. You
have read something of It In the open¬
ing of the Itoosevelt dam. L'ncle Sam
has j 50.000,00(1 in hand to water the
deserts, and his reclamation fund for
pUr arid lauds Is fast approximating a

hundred millions or more. He Is
tunneling the mountains, damming the
streams and carrying the water In
Humes over the canyons. He has more
than 1.300 miles of canals already
dug. The Roosevelt dam alone will
redeem a quarter of a million acres
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and there are thirty-four other pro-
Jects, cacti of which will reclaim thou¬
sands. All that land Is to he set aside
for his American children, and any one
who applies can have forty acres of It
for the asking. I shall tell you what
those lands are worth, and how you
may get them.
Another big scheme is draining the

swamps. We have millions of acres of
wet lands that can be turned Into
farms. They, lire scattered over the
Union from California to Maine. They
are as rich as Holland, nnd will feed
tens of millions. It 13 estimated that
It will cost $i' an aero to drain them jand hat the crops they will yield will
bring In a billion dollars a year. Where
those swamps are and how they are to
be handled is another project of diclo
Sam, patriarch.

, HnniOMSIng the Waters.
This Is another big scheme, hills in

the aid of which are now before Con¬
gress. The government scientists aretesting the matter, and they have col¬lected a vast deal of now Information
This project includes the ¦water powers
which the experts say are ccpial to
sixty million horses, or twice cnougn
to run every mill, drive every train
and light every house In the country.This power can be Increased to two
hundred millions. Much of It comes
from waterfalls controlled by the gov¬
ernment, the concession of which the
trusts are trying to get.
A part of tliis same scheme is the

development of our rivers. Wo have
29.1 of them In the United States, with
navigable waters long enough to en¬
circle the globe. The great lakes arejthe busiest frelerht routes upon earth,
and boats can go on the. Mississippi
for two thousand miles. We have al- i

ready bullt 4,50t' miles of canals, ana
we have schemes whlcn propose lliu
Joining of the great lakes with the Mis-
sisslppi. and also with the sea. One
scheme Is a canal from the great lakes
to the gulf.

Doubling Our Knrms.
When our forefathers took possession

of the United .States almost the whole
of the land belonged to the government.
Year by year these public lands havu
boon given away. More than rourtcen
hundred millions of acres have been jsold or r.et aside as reservations, and |
there are comparatively few lert. Never¬
theless, Uncle Sam, patriarch. Is at work
upon schemes which will practically
double our farms. He In testing the
soil and showing how by fertilizing anri
proper tanning the crops can ho In¬
creased two or more fold. This ts
en/Hal to putting another farm on top
of every farm In the United .Slates.
Much of ibis work is done by means

of bacteria, so small that a nanrttul
would number more than all tbo peo¬
ple Mn the world Uncle Sum Is set¬
ting these little de vils to work, and no
shows you just how nnd which ones
to use. He Is now analyzing the soils
of the whole country, and making a

survey which will show lust now to
treat them. Ho is also testing new,
seeds and plants, and his explorers arc
traveling over the world seeking now
crops, We have already made millions
by his Introduction of rloe ana inaea-
i-iini wheat, and are Inaugurating IropI-
eat agriculture in the irrigated deserts
of the West.
These new crops are of many kinds,

and suggestions may bo given of tilings
but of which any farmer can make
money..I

Uncle Sinn',, Pinns for the .timer.
Many of the latest schemes relate to

the mines and the miners. Uncle Sn.ni
has plans for saving our minerals. "We
have the greatest coal lands uponI earth, and there are billions of tons
loft upon government property. The,
amounts are y.n vast I lint they will
bring in hundreds of millions of dol¬
lars, and they are to bo sold on esti¬
mates made as to the amounts they
contain. The geological surveyors are
how prospe, line and sizing up those
coal lands, and the government is shil¬
ling ilieih In forty-acre tracts at from

Ififty tonne hundred dollars and upward
per acre. In connection with ibis there
arc about fifteen billion tons of availu-

bio coal In Alaska., which will soon be
thrown open to those who apply. Home
of this ooal Is that which It Is said the
Guggenheims tried hard to grab.
As to our other minerals they bring

In many millions a year, nnd Uncle
Sam's records will show just what they
are and where.

In this same connection are the now
measures now being Introduced for pro¬
tecting the miner. The government Is
testing all sorts of explosives, and do¬
ing all it can to save life In the mines.
Experiments are going on In the coal
regions of Pennsylvania, and also in the
gold and silver mines of the West.
Uncle Sam's I'l'ins for Corn and Cotton
Some of the biggest schemes of the

government relate to the cotton belt
and cornfields. The government Is
teaching corn breeding and coin seed¬
ing. Our rorn brought in last year
over ll.f.OO.OOO.OCO. and the cotton
brought in about son or Duft millions.
The corn crop can bo doubled and the
cotton materially Increased. Wo are
Improving both crops, and Uncle Sam
has cotton-breeding plantations where
he is crossing the cottons to make a

staple which will bo longer and bring
more money. Ho Is doing the same
with other crops, including our fruits,
This material will Include stories of
apple lands worth a thousand dollars
an acre, of orange groves Improved by
the government, which are equally
valuable, and of how dates, oranges
and figs are being grown on the new

Irrigated grounds of the southwest.
On some of the Arizona farms they
raise live crops of cabbages,a year.

-More Money From Live Stock.
But few people know.that the govern¬

ment has gone into the stock-rnl.sing
business. Uncle Sam has recently es¬
tablished breeding farms In different
parts of the Union, ile is raising Mor¬
gan horses and lino cattle, including
Jerseys, .Shorthorns, and others. Our
farm animals are now bringing uc In
about two billion dollars a year, and the
government believes that this nmount
by careful breeding enn bo increased
äuft million dollars or more. This should
firing down the price of moats, and It
Is interesting to every householder.

In the same connection is the breed¬
ing of game. The government is in¬
troducing partridges nnd pheasants. It
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proposes to open a buffalo farm, and
It has herds of reindeer in Alaska. A
curious feature is the probable Intro¬
duction of the hippopotamuses for the
swamps of the south. I am told aLso
that one man has made a fortune in
skunks which ho rears for their skins.
"Wo have thousands of men and wo¬

men nursing chickens. Undo Kam has
new methods of fowl raising, and quite,
a number of people are making a liv¬
ing by breeding guineas for gamo.
Our poultry crop is worth as much na
the cotton crop, the hay crop or the
wheat crop.

Uncle Sum, Doctor.
Another Interesting work of Uncle

Ram is the care ho Is now exorcising
over the health of his children. The
government has scores of nolcnttsts In¬
vestigating diseases of animal and
men. We are wiping out the mos-
qultocs and slaughtering the Mies that
bring typhoid fever. Wo take the
temperatures of the cows to learn
whether they have consumption, and
we tell Just how their milk should be
treated. Uncle Ham is also inspecting
the drugs and moats. lie protects you
from bad liquor and tells Just how much
alcohol there, is in every bottle of wine
and beer.

He is also testing foods and food
values and lays down rules by which
you may grow jean or fat. Me has!
cooking schools which are studying
how to prepare meats and vegetables,
and tells you Just what to eat to he-|come the best man physically and men-
tally.

Our National Inset*.
Tile government Is now figuring up

how much we are worth. For the past
several years It has had an army ot
Investigators estimating our crops niü-
mala and foods, and these figures are
now about ready for use. They show
that we have 300,000 factories with a
capital of fifteen billion dollars. They
give the wages of every state of the

j Union ami as well as a full count of
Uncle Sam's children. This has been
done by the census, the work of which
Includes new facts of great human In-
terest.

Uncle Sum. Detective,
i One of the Interesting phases ot
Uncle Rain's work Is the pursuit of
crime and his efforts to protect his
children from frauds. Tills lias been
'lnaiiguarted within the past few years,
and it now forms a great network
which gathers |n the robbers from thu
counterfeiters to the trust magnates.
There are hundreds of those tie tec-
tlves and spies. There aro the cprpora-
lion detectives who arc looking Into
the books of the trusts and the rail-
roads. There are detectives who arc
examining false weights and measures,
custom house aples who nre after the
smugglers; internal revenue spies who
are hunting the moonshiners and trea¬
sury detectives who are chasing the
counterfeiters. This sphere of crime
Is very extensive, and the officials aro

Increasing their work of prevention.
Rome of the most Interesting revela¬
tions of tlie present aro those which re¬
late to frauds through the malls and
to tho destruction of fake mining
schemes, land schemes and plantation
schemes of one kind or nnoShor.
fjovermnenl Schemen for the Hnllor.
The government is also doing a great

deal for the sailors. It has a life-sav¬
ing service with ISO stations. It guards
our coasts by 1,200 lighthouses and It
has forty-six lightships and 2,000 buoys.
This service saved about sixteen billion
dollRrs worth of property last year.
Including vessels worth twelve millions.
It saved also 0,000 lives. j1 want to tell how the coasts and
harbors arc being -surveyed and des¬
cribe our enormous shipping interests,
including n carrying trade, amount-I

tng to two or throe, billions per annum,
tinvie jinm, Exporter.

What our patriarchal relative Is do¬ing to sell our crops and manufacturesabroad worth noting. In the pasttwo or threo years he has organized a
new systom for the development of
our foreign commerce and ho now hashis nnllonal trade drummers and gov¬
ernment ngents In almost every coun¬
try, ile haa Inspectors who go fromland to land studying the pushing of
special crops, and ho Is also workingthe army of American consuls. Our
foreign commerce now amounts to
about threo billion dollars a year, and
our exports alone arc over 10,000 mil¬
lions. This business Is just at its
beginning, and nevertheless it Is thu
greatest commerce of any nation.

Our Itlg Lumber Trade.
II Is a live question as to what UncleSam will do with the forests of theUnion, and whether they should not bo

given over to the people. llV had still[about 500 billion board feet of stano-
lng timber, and In many of the nationalforests he Is cutting the trees and saw-
Ins them Into lumber. Tlio forestrybureau claims that our wood will bo
gone within twenty years, and with Itwill «o our lumb.-r Industry, which now
brings in a billion dollars a year, and
pays one hundred millions In wages.How to prevent the loss of this, how
to plant new forests, and how to take
care oi those now standing, are amongthe special projects which the govern¬
ment Is studying.
New Hund» nud lion to .Make Them.
Another big thing concents the roads

of the United Slates. The govern¬
ment is teaching the people how to Im¬
prove their highways, This is Inter:jesting to the farmer, to the aulorao-
bller, and to every man who gitjI the road. Twenty-two obji t :n

I roads have already been bull'.. :cI 700 miles of new roadway.? a;j : l
course of construction. This also iz'.aj the rural mall carriers, who trays! :,jcnrrlago more than a million rr.llesI every 'lay, and serve more than twenty
millions of people.
Uncle Sam and Hin Flying Machines.
The government is interested in

aviation, and Is testing all sorts of
'balloons and Hying machines for theI army and navy. Some secret expert-
ments. "The dirigible balloon." Will
wo ever carry mails through the air?
These are some of the subjects of the

. study.
Connected with this nre the now

discoveries which have heen made as
to the upper air by means of box kites.
Tills work Is gidng on at. Mount Weath¬
er In the Blue nidge, where kites are
flown dully ami aerial lllghts of vari¬
ous kinds made. Uncle Sam Is now
spending a million and a half dollars
per annum In forecasting the weather,
and nr. Willis Moore claims that he Is
saving the farmer', manufacturer and
exporter $50,000.000 a year.

^
The United Steten.

Hut I might fill several columns with
the more mention of the groat enter¬
prises which our patriarchal uncle, has
under way or In contemplation. They
mean the reorganization and develop¬
ment of the whole country.the crea¬
tion, in fact, of a new United States.
They moan more money, more busi¬
ness and bettor conditions for every
one of Undo Sam's children, and the
knowledge of them will, I believe, make
us all bettor patriots. The most im¬
portant schemes will be taken up in
their turn, and with pen and camera
their live features described. The
materials for the articles will bo gotten
from the fountain bond at Washington,
and from various places over the coun¬
try where certain work is going on.
(Copvrlghl, 1911, by Frank Ci. Carpen¬

ter.)
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